
Playing with Dynamite: A Memoir 

Sharon Harrigan 

Truman State University Press 

100 East Normal Street, Kirksville, MO 63501-4221 

http://tsup.truman.edu 

9781612482101, $16.95, PB, 248pp, www.amazon.com 

 

Sharon Harrigan's father was larger than life, a brilliant but troubled man who 

blew off his hand with dynamite before she was born and died in a mysterious 

and bizarre accident when she was seven. The story of his death never made 

sense. How did he really die? And why was she so sure that asking would be 

dangerous? A series of events compel her to find the answers, collecting other 

people's memories and uncovering her own. Her two-year odyssey takes her 

from Virginia to Detroit to Paris and finally to the wilds of northern Michigan 

where her father died. There, she discovers the real danger and has to confront 

her fear. "Playing with Dynamite: A Memoir " is about the family secrets that 

can distance us from each other and the honesty that can bring us closer. It's 

about a daughter who goes looking for her father but finds her mother instead. 

It's about memory and truth, grieving and growing, and what it means to go 

home again. An inherently compelling read from cover to cover, "Playing with 

Dynamite: A Memoir" is an extraordinary, exceptional, deftly crafted and 

multilayered account that will prove to be an enduringly popular addition to 

community and academic library Contemporary American Biography 

collections. It should be noted for personal reading lists that "Playing with 

Dynamite: A Memoir" is available from the Truman State University Press in a 

digital book format (Kindle, 9781612482118, $9.99). 


